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D2E EGSTPTELE S2ORNERS

A recall of the distinzuished ccreers
of two of the leading residents of New
Carlisle of a century ago - the brothers

Theodore and Louis Robit=ille.

Ken Annett
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THE ZCRITAILLE T“S0TE

In recall of former times in Gaspesia, this issue of the TASPE CF
Y2STEZRDAY series will now turn to consider hizhlizhts of the distinzuished
careers of two citizens of ew Carlisle of 2 century 230 - the Robitzille

“Yrothrrs,

Theodore Zo%it2ille ani nis vounzer »rother, Louis, ere descendents
of a family that traced its ori ins to the Artois district of Trance.
Artois is familiar to many Canadian soldiers of orld 7ar II as it is
the hinterland of the Channel vorts - Zoulozne, Calais and Dunkerque -
liberated from Cermen occupation and control -+ the Cansadian Army “nuring
the invesion of Zurope. “rom the district of ‘rtois the Can=zdian ancestors

of the Pobitaille brothers had emisrated to New Trance circa 1570.

The Canadian forefathers of the Robitzille rrothers of New Carlisle
had estaklished a tradition as public-spirited citizens. A zrand-uncle,
Rev. P.Robitaille had served as a Chzplain in the Active "ilitia of Lower
Canada durinz the 7ar of 1812-1214 and other members of the family had
been involved on the loyal side at that +time. ‘nother srand-uncle, Jean
“obitaille had been a member of the Le-~islzture for twenty —vears Zrom 1809

until 1829,

Theodore and Louis were two of the sons of Louis Adolphe Robitaille,
liotary, of Varennes, Juebec, and his wife, the former lfarie Justine lionjeau.
Their maternal relatives, the families of !fonjeau and Brodeur, were well
established and widely known. A =rand-uncle, Rev., Louis 3rodeur, is honoured

as a founder of the College of Ste.Anne at la Pocatiere.

At the time of the 1837 Rebellion in Lower Caneda, their father, Louis
Adolphe Robitaille had zealously suvnorted the "patriot" cause. He had been
arrested and imprisoned until the pacification of the Province. Thus the early
years of his son, Theodore, had been ones of sreat family anxiety and he was

ever to keep in mind an ineffecable recollection of those —omentous events,
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In those dark years it could not even have beew ireamed “that T eodore would,
one 4ry, 3serve C=nrda z2nd ‘uebec =S a member and a minicster of -overnment,
ve nzmed 2s a Privy Counsellor =ni be arrointed as Licutenznt “cvernor of

“uebec.

In their —outh the sons of the Robdit=ille Tzmily of 7Tarennes followed
a similar pzttern of edlucation. Their early schooling as ahtzined in loczl
~chools “rom where they oroceeded to study =% the leninary of Ste.. lerese.
1fter study at Laval University, Theodore entered "TcCGill Taiversity's

- -~ - 3 - hg -
‘chool of edicine rhence,was ~r2dusted "D, Cells He was followed at

the 7e3ill Tedical Tchool %y his youncer »rother, Louis, who €omp eted
nis treaining as a doctor in 1860.

Dr. Theodore ohitaille established 2 medical and sur-ical practiece
at ew Carlisle in Gaspesia in 1858 and was ioined there two years later
»y ais brother, Dr. Louis. “rom that time onwards it seems an-ropriate to

recall the careers of the »rothers Robitzille separately.

7-10DORE ZCZITAILLE - 1834-1897

After three years of successful nediecal and surgical practice in l'ew
Carlisle and area - a practice that made him widely and favourably known=
Jr. Theodore Robitazille felt the nowerful pull of his family's tradition
for public service and entered the political arena. In 1861 he won election
as the !"ember for Bonaventure in the tssembly of the Province of Canada
where he served continuously durinz the stirring rears of nolitical
zctivity that culménated in Confederation on July 1lst., 1867. Ihrough those
sears his parliamentzry colleazue, the ‘ember for the County of Gaspe, 7as
John LeBoutilliexr of Gaspé. Tn 1867 ~..T.eodore Robitsille was returned by
+he electors of Zonaventure Count <o spresent them in the “irst House of

Commons of Canada and a2lso in the luccec Legislative Assembly until the
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practice of such Jouble represent=tion was =bolished in 1374, X =mcasure of
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reputation with the electorate of Tonaventure County czz be seen in
his return as their representztive in every election iz which ke rresented

»imself as a candidate for the House of Jo—rons until the vear 1879.

(i

It was not only in 3onaventure County -2t Dr. Thi-odore “obitzille was
teld in high rezsrd. In 1873 Zir.John A.llacdonz1ld znnointed %im to his

Cabinet 2s Receiver-General of Cmnada znd nzmed “im as Privy . ounsellor.

In 1867, the year of Confederation, "r. I-:~odore Jobitzille mcrried
arie Josephine C zrlotte Z-oma juesnel. e ~ride mas the “=uzhter of the
:oted lawrer snd parliamentarian, Fisrre 'uguste ‘2glphe uesnel pPnd 2is

wife, the former Tharlotte ‘delzide de T=rcheres de Zoucherville.

Then the violent rolitical storm co~monly known =s the TFacific Railway
“candal toopled the ~o®erament of Sir.Jonn A.lacdonzld, T-eodore “obitaille
remained steadfzst in his suvport of 3ir. John &s one of his "0ld Cuard"”
in the House of Commons from 13874 to 1878. Zut the Pacific R=ilway Ccandal
had barely subsmded when a new and very Aifferent nolitical storm of zlarming
nrovortions erupted in QJuebec. In 13879 the Lieutenant Z“overnor of Tuebec,
Letellier de St.Just took the extreme course of dismissing from office the
administ®zetion of Premier Boucher de Boucherville. The political turmoil
that ensued “ecame so wide-spread and impassioned that the Governor General
of Canada, Lord Lorne, on the advice of the [’2acdonald Covernment, removed
Letellier de St.Just from office, in turn. To deal with this zrave crisis
Macdonald turned to his celleague and trusted friend, Theodore Tobitaille,
whom he apnointed to replace Letellier de 3t.Just as Liautenant-Governor
of Juebec. The coice was an excellent one for Zoditaille's prudence,
moderation and vast experience contributed to quiet public excitement in
Juebec. is the storm eased the interim administration of Fremier Joly de
lothiniere resizned and Lieuterznt “overmor Zchit=aille czlled uvnon the

Hon. J.A. Chaplezu to form a new, stable ~overnment. iz role in resolving
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this Juebee nolitical crisis won for Teodore "piitnille she est=em of 211

without distinction of ~~tionality or rsligion.

1etep six rears of Adistin-uished ~-rvice =2sS “uehec's _ieutensnt-Zoversror,
“nrodore Ro-itzille was anreinted, iz 1855, To the Yenzte of Casnada. .5 a
jena*or the interests of Saspesia and the County of “onaventure in particular

-

continued to be unpermost in his thou~nts ~nd activities. is role in the
lon~ 2nd complex rroject to have a2 railway “1ilt ~loneg 3=y Chzleur 2s an
extension of the Intercolonizl Railway - 2 proiect in which his hrothers,
3p., Louis of Yew Carlisle =2nd Louis ‘‘olphe of "uebec ere =1so involved-
will “e the theme of a future icsue of this Z.3FE CF v IPRETOAY series.
The long and distin~uished career of Cenator Teodore Robiteille
T o

came to an end with his death at Yew Czrlisle on ‘ugust 174h. ;1397 lis

runeral in Juebec was revorted %y the "SCLZIL" of August 21st., as follows:

"Phis morning %took place at the Basilica the funeral
of the late Honourable Theodore Rohitzille, ‘ormer
Tieutenznt Jovernor of the Frovince of Tuebec.
Tn the cortegze were revresentatives o~ the leazders
of the Aifferent “ranches of the Administration -
His Yonour the Lieutenant Zovernor Chapleau and his
Aide-de-Camp, Captain Fanet.
Sir L.N. Casault, Judge=-in-Chief, Court of f“ppeal.
Hon. C.A3P; Pelletiér; Presiderit*df the-Senate
Hon. F. Lanzelier, Hon. S.N.Parent, representing the Quebec Govermment.
Sir Hector Langevin, 3ir J.M.Lellorne, Hon. C.P.,Re Landry,
Hon. Thomas Chapais, Hon. de 2pucherville, Fon., Z.J.7lynn,

M. Amedée Rohitzille, M.P.P., Ph. Huot, etc.

mhe urial took nlace a2t the Belmont Cemetery.



Louis Rokitsille, M.D.,C.010.

As noted =%ove, Zr.Louis Zobitzille joined his elder “rother, Theodore,
in medical nractice at New Carlicle “ollowing ~raduztion from the 3chool
of "edicine of !MeGill Tniversity in 1360. Tour vears later the llew Carlisle
digtrict was Taced with & zeriocus ocuthreak of gsm=2l1l vox whieh had been
imvorted %y the sezmen of foreign vessels. 2Zr. Ilouis “otitzille was
aprointed »r the Central Zoard of ’ealth to serve as =z zpecial medical
officer to deal —ith tis evidimic. Iz that czpacity he 4id notable work
over = three vear period,’or it =s not until 1367, the —rear of Confeder=z=tion,

that the dzanger was considered %o te pzst.

Pollowing a family tradition, Dr.lohitzille zccepted ~»nointment, in
1869, =2s a Captain in the "ilitia of the County of Zonaventure and 'ilitary

Jurzeon of the Zonaventure Fe~imental Division.

Durinz the decade from 1373 to 1883 Dr. [obitzille was the Collector
of Customs for the Port of New Carlisle. This work trought him to the
attention of the seafering fraternity of the time and to t-e Toreizn
l2nds whose vessels called at the Tort. In 1375 he vas named as Vice-Consul
for Prance for the District of Gaspé. As coll=ctor of Customs his role
was reflected in the hooks of the Juebec author and historian, J.M.Lelovne.
LeMoyne wrote from a backsround of person=l knowledge of Gaspesia for, as
a vouth, he had visited with his zrandfather, Daniel lMacPherson, at Point
St. Peter. That the Robitaille and Lelioyne friendship remzined close across

the —ears was evidenced by the vresemce of J.l.Lelloyne at the funeral of

Theodore Robitaille.,

Then, in 1879, Theodore Tobitzille resigned from the lacdonald
zovernment to become Lieutenznt Zovernor of Juebec, the electors of

“onaventure County =ominzted Iouis Sohitaille to replace nis clder trother

as their representative in the HYouse of Commons. “owever, -r. Louis was not
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+411ling to undert-:ke zuch a nolitical career. T declinirz fthe konour
of election to & seat in the Commons he 2ssured the =zlzclors of Tonaventure
that he would use his siznifieant influence in sunrort of ~notner crniilate
to be chosen in nis stead, Thus it Tell that Tierre Tlovis Tgauchessne
~uccseded Lo the seat vacated “y Theodore Ro:itzille %o de followed, in
turn ty Louis Joceph Riopel, the srother-in-law of Touis .lolohe “obtitzille.
Sunsenuently, Jr.iouis “odbitrille was =n~ginted to the ~C=nadian Zenate to
represent the Culf Tivision but in 1385 he c-ose to resizn from Tthat Secure

nost for nolitical reasons,

Trom July, 1285, Dr.louis “ohitnille served s I:spector of Tustoms.
e was 2lso nctive iz the Bazie Chaleur lnilway Company in which he cserved =8
Tice -resident. Fis contemporaries in Fonaventure Tounty =nd far beyond knew
him 2s a »rilliant and =2ble man, enerzetic in charecter and courteous in all
nis relations. He had a keen interest in travel and visited the couniries
of Testern “urope ‘rom Great Sritzin to the editerranean lands, including
the Artois Jistrict of Trance from whence his ancestors had emisrated to

Canada renerations 2g0.

IN CONCLUSION

Recall of such former Saspesian personalities as the "rothers
2obitaille is a reminder of the fruth of the hymmn lines:
n TIME LIKE AN EVER-ROLLING STREAM
BEARS ALL ITS SONS AVAY,.0.0e0e"
Though horne away on the jrrestible stre~m of time, the
obitaille hrothers of New Carlisle left 2 lezacy of of public
service and zccomplishment that justify place and honour in the

nistory of Gaspesia;



